National Principles for Public Engagement and National Children and Young People’s Participation Standards for Wales

The Welsh Government wishes to encourage all citizens in Wales to have a voice and opportunities to play an active role in decision-making in their communities, whatever their age, background, or circumstances. To this end, principles and standards have been developed and endorsed by the Welsh Government to make sure that participation happens in consistent and effective ways.

For children and young people, participation is an ‘enabling right’ as set out in Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The Welsh Government has shown its commitment to implementing the UNCRC by passing a Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, outlining how Welsh Ministers will pay ‘due regard’ to the UNCRC when  developing policy and legislation from May 2012 onwards.
National Principles for Public Engagement:

What are they? A set of ten principles that aim to guide behaviour and encourage good quality, consistent engagement activity with service users and the general public.

Who are they for? Public service organisations within the Public and Third sectors in Wales.

How can they be used? Organisations are asked to endorse these principles at a corporate level. They are then encouraged to develop measurable standards for specific sector or service areas.

The National Children and Young People’s Participation Standards for Wales

What are they?

The Participation Standards are a set of seven quality standards which have been developed from commonly agreed ‘core principles’ of participation.  They set out how organisations can involve children and young people in decision-making in consistent, meaningful and effective ways.  

The Participation Standards can also be used by organisations to measure, assess and improve practice.  
Who are they for?

All stakeholders and organisations working with children and young people (0 – 25 years old) as service-users at any level – e.g. schools, hospitals, youth clubs, leisure services, etc.

The Standards provide a basis for measuring good practice in a consistent yet flexible way, aligned to an organisation’s context and priorities.
A Self-assessment pack and kitemark have been developed and piloted to help organisations to gather evidence, measure outcomes and celebrate good practice.     

Principles and Standards into practice 

If you are working with Children and Young People and wish to involve them in decision-making in effective and measurable ways you should use the National Children & Young People’s Participation Standards for Wales, although this does not preclude your organisation from endorsing the National Principles for Public Engagement at a corporate level.
Sector specific briefings have also been developed to help organisations apply the Standards. 

The briefings also contain case study examples  



Youth Justice Sector Guide

Health Sector Guide


Social Services Sector Guide


Education Sector Guide


Youth Service Sector Guide

For more information on
The National Principles for Public Engagement please contact Participation Cymru www.participationcymru.org.uk
Children and Young People’s Participation Standards for Wales please visit www.participationworkerswales.org.uk/standards/ or contact the Participation Unit at Save the Children on 029 2039 6838.
